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CHAPTER  VIL

TRUTH.

THE Teutonic tribes have a national singleness of heart
which contrasts with the Latin races. The German
name has a proverbial significance of sincerity and
honest meaning. The arts bear testimony to it. The
faces of clergy and laity in old sculptures and illumi-
nated missals are charged with earnest belief. Add
to this hereditary rectitude, the punctuality and pre-
cise dealing which commerce creates, and you have
the English truth and credit The government
strictly performs its engagements. The subjects do
not understand trifling on its part. When any breach
of promise occurred, in the old days of prerogative, it
was resented by the people as an intolerable grievance.
And, in modern times, any slipperiness in the govern-
ment in political faith, or any repudiation or crooked-
ness in matters of finance, would bring the whole
nation to a committee of inquiry and reform. Private
men keep their promises, never so trivial. Down
goes the flying word on the tablets, and is indelible
as Domesday Book.

Their practical power rests on their national sin-